First Universalist Church of Cortland, New York
3 Church Street, Cortland
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Restored to ceriginal condition

In good repair though slightly modified (exterior)
C“eauly changed or modified (interior)

Needs minor repairs
Neglscfsd but aalvagauble with major repairs

Euin
Otb.:ar (specify) Interior completely remodelled
and present: wooden entranceway
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added 1889. Wooden organ loft
added 1895. Tower repaired and
woodwork simplified 1958.
constructed 1836-37
"about five or six thousand doll.ars"
of mason Benjamin Davis of Clarenden, New York (said to be a builder of stone
churches at Clarendon and
nal owner same (Universalist Church of Cortland) Hiddleport)
the original cwner have an account book? No church records for

this period exist.
(What?)

From }857 to 1862 the church was the scene of frequant lyceum programs, featuring (see over)
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of subssgusnt cwnereg and dates

(no change in ownership)

Any verification of above information? (Written proof if possib
See Church historical scrapbooks in the possession of the mininter.
hotograph (please include Ta Si nature and udﬂr 88 of recorders
negative)
Cortland County Historical Society m/) 7 g 1, 14¢)
possesses tie best photos — nmea D. s minister

19 Harmon Avenue, Cortland, NY



speakers such as Ha1ph Waldo Emerson, Wendell Phillips, William L¥oyd Garrison,

Rev E H Chepin, Henry Ward Beecher, G W Curtis, and others, generally abolitionists
as was the pastor at that time, the Rev. William H. Fish. A Presbyteriaa elder

of Cortland, the Hom. Stephen Brewer, was given a church trial and excommunicated
in a famous case (1859 and 1860) for attmnding Sabbath services at the Universalist
Church to hear these speakers, "there being services in his own church at the time".

The ¥dllage of Cortlandville contributed $100 to the building committee with the
understending that the basement of the church could be used as 2 town hall. It was
used for election purposes from 1838 to 1883.
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